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Hello new families, and welcome to the Family Classroom! 
 
Wait, you say, what about Odyssey?  You may be amused to know that when the parent-created 
Odyssey program began in 1996, it went by the name of the Family Classroom.  The idea was that 
this was a place where adults were welcome, and where kids got to know a whole community of 
other parents who became, in a way, their extended family.  There was another key idea in there, 
too, namely that kids have a voice in their school.  So it was the students of the Family Classroom 
who, after a year or so, decided that they wanted to change the name.  They chose to replace it 
with "Odyssey," and that is what we have been, ever since. 
 
Welcome, also, to this rather ramshackle place we call Commodore, a school hodgepodged 
together out of five different decades of construction.  At first glance, it doesn't look all that 
promising, but because Odyssey is a program where boundaries are loose and power is shared, 
the real architecture of Odyssey is trust.  It doesn't matter that the spaces we inhabit are unusual, 
because we fill them with the structure of human relationships, reinventing our little society 
every day.  That's the way it has been since the beginning, a program built on the bond between 
the kids, the teachers and the parents.   
 
And, finally, welcome to being a volunteer.  A sage veteran parent once said, "Odyssey – it's not 
meant to be convenient," and though we all laughed, we also knew it was true.  There's always a 
lot of work to be done. It's not always tidy, and sometimes it pushes us out of our comfort 
zone.  But, in the end, we think most families would agree that we get back more than we put 
into it.  That's because the reward we receive is not just for our kids, who thrive in a place that 
believes in their ability to be independent.  It's for us, too, who follow our children into their new 
school only to discover that this is a place where we belong as well, united by the belief that we 
are all here to do the very best we can by all these children that we share for these few years.   
 
 
- OPTO Leadership 



NEW FAMILY 
CHECKLIST

Complete packet/return forms to Michelle Hope in the Odyssey office
Release of information form allows Odyssey Parent Teacher Organization to connect with you!

W E L C O M E  T O  
T H E  N E S T ,  
O S P R E Y S !

Volunteer hours are tracked through this system/app, more in the parent handbook.

Odyssey K-8 family directory/contact information available 
through Family Access/Skyward Portal

Register for BISD volunteering: bisd303.org/Domain/1809

Provide your volunteering interests to OPTO

Track it Forward: an online invitation will be emailed in the fall 

W e l c o m e  O d y s s e y  O s p r e y

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E

District Family Handbook: bisd303.org/Domain/36

C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  &  O P T O

Join us on Slack: odysseymultiage.slack.com
Primary communication space for parents and Odyssey Parent Teacher Organization. 

Find all things OPTO: odysseypto.org

Helpful Osprey information: Odyssey Parent Handbook

V O L U N T E E R I N G  

An online form/link will be emailed to you.

A N N U A L E V E N T S  &  T I M E L I N E
Mark your calendar for Fort Flagler
All-day Friday, September 27 - Saturday, September 28 

Parent Meetings - Monthly
Find all events: 
odysseypto.org

Check out volunteer opportunities in the included handout 

Attend the Ice Cream Social!
Afternoon of September 3

Complete Annual Back to School Check In (ABC 19-20) through     
Family Access/Skyward Portal

Commodore & BISD communications through Family Access/Skyward Messenger. 

http://family.bainbridgeisland.wa-k12.net/
https://www.bisd303.org/Domain/1809
https://www.bisd303.org/Domain/36
https://odysseymultiage.slack.com/
https://www.odysseypto.org
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/6dafe9_b7057bd7eaa04e0db20cc12685d6e8b5.pdf
https://www.odysseypto.org
http://family.bainbridgeisland.wa-k12.net/


GETTING STARTED WITH SLACK

H e r e  a r e  s o m e  t i p s  t o  g e t  y o u  s t a r t e d

For many of us, Slack has a learning curve.

JOIN our workspace on Slack, odysseymultiage.slack.com, by clicking the link on 
the previous page and following the instructions. Decide how you will check Slack 
and download the appropriate apps (IOS, Android, Desktop).

FIND THE MENU on the left-hand side on your Desktop. In the mobile app, click 
the Odyssey icon in the upper left corner to access the menu. You will use the 
menu to find your channels and direct messages (DMs).

SLACK HAS CHANNELS to keep discussions focused around a topic. To add 
yourself to one, click the word “Channels” in the menu, click the name of the 

channel, then click the “Join” button at the bottom. Find your “channels” in the 

menu and click to navigate between them. 

DIRECT MESSAGES (DMs)
allow you to communicate 
1-on-1 or in small groups on 
Slack. Click on the words 
“Direct Messages” underneath 

“Channels” in the menu. 

A window will pop up where 
you can type the name(s) of 
your DM recipient and your 
message. 

PARTICIPATE with your questions, ideas, comments, pictures, and 
reactions and get to know your Odyssey parent community!

CHANNELS TO 
FOLLOW:
(at a minimum)

Your child’s classroom

General
Parent Meetings
Calendar
ILB_miniclasses
Volunteering (K-6, 7-8)

https://odysseymultiage.slack.com/
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Odyssey Yearly Events 
 
This is a list of Odyssey’s well-known events.  Events are at the discretion of the teachers, 
administration, and parents; timing is subject to change and some events may not occur or 
requirements may change. It is also possible for new events to take place if someone has a great 
idea or is interested in getting something started! Cluster refers to one teacher's multi- grade 
class (ex: the one/two cluster). 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
Ice Cream Social (day before school begins) 
One of the first events of the year, the ice cream social is a way for kids to get their new school 
supplies into school, meet their teachers and other students and see how their class layout works.  
And oh yeah - there’s ice cream!!  One or two parent volunteers are needed to help with handing 
out ice cream. 
 
7th and 8th Grade Picnic (before or around the start of school) 
Liz and Paul's cluster are invited to Fay Bainbridge for a potluck-style picnic where parents and 
students can meet and greet before the start of school. This is usually coordinated by a parent in 
conjunction with Liz. Coordination time counts toward parent volunteer commitment. 
 
Fort Flagler (mid-late September) 
This fun start-of-school fall event happens at Fort Flagler out on the peninsula and is a one-night 
retreat for all families of grades 1-6.  Kindergartners attend for the day with a parent but do not 
spend the night (unless they have a sibling in grade 1-6 and are staying with their family).  There 
are three dorm buildings that separate the cluster groups, with one gender upstairs and the other 
downstairs.  At least one parent will attend for the night with their child and sleep in the dorm 
with them.  Tent camping on site may also be an option.  Fort Flagler starts on Friday morning 
with scavenger hunts and get-to-know-you games for families.  Friday lunch is brought by the 
parents and usually eaten on picnic blankets by the water.  After lunch, kids will have time with 
their teachers for a special Fort Flagler curriculum that changes from year to year and teacher to 
teacher.  While kids are at cluster time, parents meet and discuss important topics, including 
mini-classes (what they are and how they work).  Each cluster is required to make a meal in the 
commercial kitchen with the help of parent volunteers.  Usually 5th and 6th graders make dinner, 
1st and 2nd graders make breakfast and 3rd and 4th graders make lunch on Saturday.  Friday 
evening is a group bonfire with stories and songs before kids head back to their dorms for bed.  
Saturday morning culminates in a fun kid talent show before families head home.  Fort Flagler is 
not a required event for families but is strongly encouraged as it’s a great way to meet other 
Odyssey families and learn more about Odyssey.  There are volunteer opportunities for parents 
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that happen at Fort Flagler.  If you volunteer, the time you volunteer counts toward your 100-
hour volunteer commitment; however, just attending is not considered volunteer time. 
 
7/8 Outdoor Education 
Every grade attends Outdoor Ed with the exception of the Kindergarten class.  Seventh and eighth 
graders switch years between Camp Seymour and a Salish Sea sailing overnight.  All teachers 
attend Outdoor Ed and parent volunteers are needed.  It’s a great way to get a large chunk of 
volunteer hours in as well as see the students thriving and having fun outside the classroom.  All 
parent volunteer hours count toward your yearly volunteer commitment. 
 
 
OCTOBER 
 
Bike-a-Thon 
An exciting fundraiser, the bike-a-thon is a way for kids to get friends, family and neighbors to 
support their school by sponsoring a per-lap amount, and then kids bike as many laps as they 
can.  Kids learn a bit about fundraising as well as being a part of a larger community event to help 
their school.  Parent volunteers help support the bike-a-thon event in a variety of ways.  All parent 
volunteer hours go toward your 100-hour family commitment. 
 
Harvest Fair 
Harvest Fair is a school day event for the K-6 grade kids.  5th and 6th graders do upfront planning 
of different stations and help run the stations, while the younger kids move around and 
participate in the games and activities.  Parents are not required to come but are welcome to 
attend or volunteer to help or prepare something from the garden to be enjoyed at the event.  If 
you cook something at home, that is considered volunteer time as well as helping at the event.  
Observation is not considered volunteer time.  Parent volunteer hours count toward your family 
commitment. 
 
Halloween Celebration (October 31st if it’s a weekday) 
Kids arrive at school with costumes in bags and change later in the day for a Halloween 
celebration and snacks. Costumes may not be gory or too scary in consideration of the younger 
students.  Parent volunteers may be requested by teachers as needed. 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Student Health Screenings 
Annual hearing and vision screenings are typically facilitated by a BISD RN and Commodore’s 
Health Room Para. Parent volunteers receive training to conduct the hearing portion of the 
screening and also help with the flow of students to and from the health room. 
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FEBRUARY 
 
Science Fair  
Science Fair requirements are usually sent out in January for students in the 1-6 grades.  Each 
year the requirements are different than the last (ex: inventions, experiments, etc).  The Science 
Fair usually takes place in the evening on a weeknight.  Kids set up their display boards or 
observational material, and parents and teachers move around discussing the work with 
students.  After the discussion, the parent will write a positive post-it note to put on the student’s 
board.  Parents attend for observational purposes and volunteer time is usually not required. 
 
Book Fair 
The Scholastic Book Fair is a yearly fundraiser for the school and a great way for teachers to stock 
their classroom libraries.  The library committee works with Scholastic to set up a thoughtfully 
planned bookstore in the hallway, and students have opportunities to browse the books.  Part of 
the proceeds from the book fair go toward additional books for Odyssey teachers and the school 
library.  Parent volunteers are needed.  
 
Commodore Information Night 
This is an evening open to the public to learn more about the BISD options programs: Eagle 
Harbor High School, Odyssey, and Mosaic.  The open house typical includes presentations and 
Q&A by Commodore staff and teachers, as well as classroom tours.  Teachers sometimes ask 
parent volunteers to help prepare the classrooms and/or be on-hand to answer questions during 
the evening. 
 
Odyssey Tours for Prospective Families 
Informal tours during the school day give families interested in the Odyssey program a sense of 
a typical day at our school, an opportunity to ask questions of other parents in the program, and 
a peek into Odyssey’s classrooms and facilities. Parent volunteers lead these tours. 
 
 
MAY 
 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
A celebration of our teachers, the luncheon usually happens in May and is a potluck from our 
community for our teachers and staff.  Parents sign up to cook food and bring it to school to share 
for the celebration and luncheon.  All time preparing food and coordinating the luncheon is 
considered parent volunteer time. 
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Bike-to-School Day 
A Bainbridge Island event that happens across schools, bike-to-school day is a fun event where 
kids bike to school with parent volunteers leading groups from different areas of the island.  Kids 
who normally bike alone to school also may bike on their own.  When arriving at school, the 
Squeaky Wheels organization outfits a table of snacks and prizes for the kids to celebrate their 
effort.  Some parent volunteers are needed to lead bike trains and run the snack/prize table as 
well as give high fives and help make sure bikes aren’t blocking pathways.  All parent volunteer 
hours count toward your yearly commitment. 
 
1-6 Outdoor Ed 
Every grade attends Outdoor Ed with the exception of the Kindergarten class.  First and second 
graders stay one night at Camp Indianola.  Third and fourth graders stay two nights at Nature 
Bridge.  Fifth and sixth graders stay two nights at Camp Seymour.  Outdoor Ed locations may be 
reviewed as needed for cost or availability.  All teachers attend Outdoor Ed and parent volunteers 
are needed.  It’s a great way to get a large chunk of volunteer hours in, as well as to see the 
students thriving and having fun outside the classroom.  All parent volunteer hours count toward 
your yearly volunteer commitment. 
 
 
JUNE 
 
Field Day 
This is an informal event where kids play fun games outside during the school day. Teachers, 
parents and students work together to create a fun day of games.  Parent volunteers are needed 
to run some of the field day stations and help with set up and clean up. 
 
5th and 6th grade play 
It is a tradition for the 5th and 6th graders to have a performance of some sort at the end of the 
year.  It could be skits, improv or a true play.  It is at the discretion of the teacher, parents and 
students what the play looks like and what it entails.  Parent volunteers are usually required to 
help run the play as well as procure items for it and help as needed.  Parent hours count toward 
your yearly commitment. 
 
Portfolio Tea 
This is an end-of-year event to celebrate our students’ academic accomplishments.  Students 
work with teachers to create a portfolio of their work from the year.  Parents are strongly 
encouraged to come if they can (if not, another parent or teacher will celebrate with your 
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student) so they can hear from each student about all their wonderful accomplishments.  Expect 
to bring home a lot of wonderful art work and examples of student work (consider bringing extra 
bags to put it all in). No parent volunteer time needed. 
 
K-8 Picnic 
During the last week of school, the whole of Odyssey heads to Fay Bainbridge to have fun in the 
sun on the beach.  Food is organized by teachers, parents and students.  Parent volunteers are 
needed to help drive students to the beach as well as stay and help supervise.  All families are 
welcome to come by and observe/participate. 
 
6th and 8th Grade Graduation 
A celebration and moving up (or on) ceremony for the 6th and 8th graders, graduation is a 
celebration where the community comes together to acknowledge and appreciate the 
contribution our students have made in their tenure at Odyssey.  All Odyssey students are invited, 
though it is mostly attended by students, friends, and family members who have close 
connections to those students who are graduating.  Feel free to attend if you want to get a feel 
for what graduation looks like!  Usually 5th and 7th grade parent volunteers are needed to help 
organize the presentation as well as serve the cake.  All hours coordinating and helping count 
toward your yearly commitment. 
 
8th Grade Overnight 
A beautiful end to the 8th grade student's journey, the 8th grade students attend Camp Indianola 
again (as they did when they were in first and second grade) on a relaxed and fun overnight with 
their fellow classmates before they head out for the summer and high school.  Students can opt 
to have s’mores, swing on the big swing, play outdoor games and just generally enjoying being 
with each other before moving on to high school.  It’s a lovely way for the students to end their 
time at Odyssey.  This event is not school sponsored, so it requires parents to coordinate and 
chaperone.  Parent coordination hours count toward your family commitment. 
 
 
PERIODIC 
 
Parent Meetings (monthly) 
Parent meetings happen once a month and are a mix of cluster time and larger group time. At 
least one parent from each family should attend every meeting. Topics for the larger meeting are 
at the direction of OPTO leadership while cluster time is more focused on what is happening in 
your child’s classroom and is led by the teacher.  Classroom representatives should attend both 
meetings and will send out notes and important information to all parents in the cluster.  Time 
at parent meetings counts toward your 100-hour family commitment.  Meeting dates are set at 
the beginning of the year, so please mark these important dates on your calendar for the year 
when they are released. 
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Coffee Fridays (weekly at the beginning of the year, monthly later in the year) 
Coffee Fridays are a great, casual way to connect with other parents at Odyssey!  After drop-off, 
parents can linger for coffee and conversation with other Odyssey parents.  This is optional and 
requires volunteer parents to get the coffee and help with cleanup.  If you help with setup or 
cleanup, these hours count toward your family commitment. 
 
Music Performances (at discretion of music teacher) 
Ms. Tolley may have concerts at her discretion during the year.  Often there is either a holiday 
concert, a spring concert or both.  Concerts may be divided by age group.  The 7th and 8th grade 
students can volunteer to play marimbas at the BSF auction and the Woodward cultural night 
and get service credit for participating. 
 
Art Fair (at discretion of art teacher) 
The art teacher, Siri, may have art displays and get-togethers during the year at her discretion.  
She may also submit student art to be displayed at local community displays. 
 
Spice Route Fundraisers (typically two per year) 
Our local Indian restaurant Spice Route, in the cinema/pavilion complex, holds periodic 
fundraisers with Odyssey to raise money for our Odyssey PTO.  These will be advertised through 
email, Slack and the newsletter.  A generous 50% of the proceeds of your dinner order will go 
toward OPTO.  Some volunteers are needed to help coordinate and assist at the restaurant.  
 
Conference Treats & Lunch (October & February) 
Parents provide simple potluck meals to sustain the teachers and staff during long conference 
days biannually.  Parent volunteers help with set-up, clean-up, and/or bring food. 
 
“Why Not?” Magazine Sales (approximately quarterly but at discretion of teacher/students) 
The 5th and 6th graders produce a quarterly magazine called “Why Not?”  This is edited and 
produced by the 5th and 6th graders, but all 1-6 students can submit a poem or piece of writing 
to the magazine.  The magazine sells for $6 with annual subscriptions available, and is sold by the 
5th and 6th graders in the hallway the day it’s released.  The business team, made up of 5th and 
6th graders, are always looking for sponsors to help with the cost of publishing the magazine and 
will print up business info in “Why Not?” with the sponsorship.  There may be parent volunteer 
needs as requested by students or the teacher. 
 
 



VOLUNTEERING AT ODYSSEY K-8 2019-2020 

Parent involvement is the cornerstone of Odyssey's "family classroom" and learning model. Each family is 
asked to strive towards 100 volunteer hours annually (50 for single-parent households), which allows our 
school to perform to its values and our programs to thrive. There are almost endless ways to give of your 
time and talents.  Volunteer opportunities for the K-8 program fall into three main categories. 
Parents may choose to focus in one of these areas or across all: 
 

Classroom Volunteering Integrated Learning Blocks (ILBs) Events, Programs and Activities 

What: Parents support students with their 
independent learning goals, work with small 
groups of children in the garden, assist 
specialists (Art, PE, STEM), and support 
classroom administrative tasks. 
 
When: School days throughout the year. 
Classroom shifts are 1-2 hours.  A weekly 
shift is ideal. New parents begin in the 
classroom in late September, after 
Classroom Volunteer Orientation.  
 
Who: All Odyssey parents  
 
Coordinators:  Kinder (Kara Owsley), Tara 
Hilgers (Green), Ashley Zupan (Blue), Joy 
Dunning-Megy (7/8) 
 
How do I become involved? 
1. Complete the Parent Volunteer Planning 

Form with your classroom volunteering 
preferences (emailed in June). 

2. Select your volunteer shift(s) on the 
Classroom Volunteer Sign-up Sheet 
(emailed in mid-September). 

3. Attend Classroom Volunteer Orientation 
(mid-late September). 

4. Contact coordinators with any changes 

throughout the year. 

What:  ILBs offer parents the chance to 
share their expertise, interests, and 
inspiration with kids in short "mini-classes". 
Opportunities include teaching one or more 
sessions, assisting with sessions, and 
serving on the ILB Coordination Team.  
 
When: Sep-May. Friday afternoons, 
1:00-2:00pm. Each session is 3-4 weeks.  
 
Who:  Students in grades 1-8 participate in 
ILBs. All Odyssey parents are invited to 
teach or assist classes and coordinate 
sessions.  
 
Coordinator:  Sarah Wyckoff (1-6), Gina 
Weibel (7/8) 
 
How do I become involved? 
● Complete the Parent Volunteer Planning 

Form (emailed in June) with your ILB 
interests or reach out to Sarah/Gina at 

any point with interest, ideas, questions. 

● Sarah/Gina contact parents interested in 
joining the ILB Coordination Team early 
in the school year and as-needed. 

● The ILB coordination team contacts 
parents several weeks prior to each 
session to recruit teachers/assistants. 

What: One-time events, core school 
programs, and occasional projects and 
enrichment activities that call upon parents’ 
interests and skills.  
 
When: Varies. Many can be supported 
outside of school hours. A calendar of 
events is pinned to the Slack #Volunteering 
channel. 
 
Who:   All Odyssey parents 
 
Coordinators:  Many! A complete list is 
pinned to the Slack #Volunteering channel. 
 
How do I become involved?  
● Complete the Parent Volunteer Planning 

Form (emailed in June) with your 
interests or reach out to any of the 

event or program coordinators at any 

time! 
● Events: Generally, coordinators recruit 

parents 2-4 weeks prior to the event.  
● Programs: Coordinators reach out to 

interested parents towards the 
beginning of the school year or 
as-needed.  

● Enrichment activities: Teachers, 
leadership team, or coordinators 
reference “parent interest” lists (created 
from the Parent Volunteer Planning 
forms) and contact parents as-needed. 

Questions?   Please contact your Volunteer Coordinator: K-6 Kara Owsley (karaowsley@gmail.com), 7/8 Joy Dunning-Megy ( joyousjoyful@gmail.com) 
5/6/19 
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